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 English Unit 4: Analysing Argument  

Outcome 2 – Print text 

 

Instructions 

Students are required to write an analysis of the ways in which argument and language are 

used to persuade others to share a point(s) of view in a persuasive text.  

• Read the background information on this page and then read the material on pages 

2, 3 and 4.  

• Write an analytical response to the task below.  

• For the purposes of this task, the term ‘language’ refers to written and visual 

language.  

 

 

Task 

Write an analysis of the ways in which argument and written and visual language are used in 

the material on pages 2, 3 and 4 to try to persuade others to share the points of view 

presented. 

 

 

Background information  

The National Children’s Bureau (NCB) is an organisation operating in England, Scotland, 

Wales, and Northern Ireland. Its aims are to improve service delivery for children, to protect 

and promote the rights of children, and to influence governments to bring these ends about.  

The NBC has a website which explains the areas of child welfare that it addresses and 

encourages other groups, governments, and individuals to support its work. NCB's chief 

executive (since 2014) is Anna Feuchtwang, who has spent many years working with 

government authorities promoting child welfare. 

On February 10, 2020, the NCB posted on its website an opinion piece written by Anna 

Feuchtwang. The piece is titled ‘Ban smacking but support parents’. 
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Smacking a child is not acceptable; violence is never acceptable 
especially between an adult and a child. But judging parents who 
have resorted to smacking doesn’t help either. Families need 
support to build strong relationships so children can thrive right 
from the start. 

It is never in a child’s best interests to be smacked. And it is never in a parent’s best 

interests to smack a child. 

That’s why the National Children’s Bureau (NCB) is calling for England to follow 

Scotland and Wales onto the list of 60 countries where physical punishment of 

children is illegal. 

While smacking has become much less socially acceptable over the past decade, 

the rate of decline is fastest in countries where it is prohibited by law. 

It has become less acceptable for good reason – there is strong, consistent 

evidence that physical punishment is associated with increased childhood 

aggression and antisocial behaviour. There is a clear link between experience of 

physical punishment and childhood depression and anxiety. The evidence also 

suggests that physical punishment carries a risk of escalation into abuse and 

maltreatment. 

It is never in a child’s best interests to be smacked. And it is never in a parent’s best 

interests to smack a child. NCB believes that it is in everyone’s best interests for the 

law to be unequivocal on this point. However, this is only half the story. 

In the main, parents do not smack because they are ‘bad’, nor do they believe that 

smacking is ‘good’. There may be all kinds of factors which explain why they smack 
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their children – the way they were parented, their own experience of mental health or 

anxiety, their awareness of and confidence in alternative approaches to discipline, 

their feeling of powerlessness in the face of challenging behaviour in their children. 

It would not be good enough simply to make smacking illegal and leave the 

conversation there. It needs to be part of a much more positive vision of childhood 

and support for families right from the start. 

NCB calls on the Government to make available parenting support for all parents 

who want it, focused on the importance of strong relationships and attachment. 

Rather than shaming parents into not smacking their children, we have the 

opportunity to support parents to attend to their children’s emotional health and 

wellbeing, leaving behind the approaches to discipline that many of us experienced 

from previous generations of parents. There must be no shame in needing that 

support. 

We also need to let parents know that they are not alone. This means committing to 

a children’s centre in every neighbourhood with high quality services for all families 

from conception to age five. It means investing in the early years workforce and a 

world-class health visiting service. 

Above all it means backing up legislation, with adequately funded services, that 

enables parents to deliver a better childhood for their children. Improving outcomes 
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during pregnancy and in the early years will save a world of problems from emerging 

later on. It is the single smartest investment we can make as a society. 

Without this support, a smacking ban would just be a slap in the face for parents. 

Anna Feuchtwang, Chief Executive 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The above text was posted on the National Children’s Bureau website. It can be accessed at 

https://www.ncb.org.uk/about-us/media-centre/news-opinion/ban-smacking-support-parents 


